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At the beginning of the Pesach Seder, we invite all impoverished people to join us for the meal (halachma
anya). Although one would surely not allow guests into his home during this dangerous time, these
words should still be recited at the start of the Seder. The reason we announce this invitation is in
remembrance of the practice when the Beis HaMikdash stood. Then, Jews would invite anyone to join
them in eating the Korban Pesach. Our recitation of these words today, is not meant as a true invitation,
as is clear from the fact that we don’t open the doors and announce it in the streets for guests to hear.
After the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, there was an additional prayer added, that we return to the

land of Eretz Yisrael. It is recommended to explain this to those at the table before reciting this paragraph.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



