B fe Hewshol! S obbnchton 26080 ’,O? I
b/ i /{’j;'-/uuvf/. .II'”.}/.P".'/:)!//(“' /,/,/D Q/C‘)/ 3),0’9’ Q/C‘)
Vover YUork Nower Uork 10033 ﬂnﬁc pn?' _//',07 J),o'e'

1019/ 795-0630

DI Y5 IR

D730 "D, 0PN DISH B2 17 1337 ,0pT50 19D M0 11 9HDN3 3pondn . pon B33 qf 9 SE5h BT 01 pED
SHE DY NI DI 925 356D 39H DMLY 39D HIDEDY ...3D 31 PHE D3 DYDY OTH 3PN (1770 Y7 V'D)
O0mH2 Db POED £ 17 HENEN IED PIRE IS P75 DN HYH M5 PENE 1 Ph ...oMMBD DD
DRT50 PINE 291 DD MY 10090 TDY DRTSD 7D IEPI K713 DB MBI DVBH MY 153D DN
36937) 191,01 Y50 978 (3:° BEN) IPD HIPT ,ADIND PYE3 PIDIN N NSN3 OPM MYTIE 1N0Y Iwd

PYID OPT53 HYM (70:7

WD 11950 193 56713 5D by 1 9rh3 10 DDNDEN OB 177D M33N DD H7510) 00 oK 1H 35 71N
o755 1dE B on 3

D 1B 35/ DD INET oD MPOED vHNH PH 07305 9Bnh PHE ML (373B 1799) 57D L M
DB 13 PH INSY T50E 570,00 DY S IEE E 77000 £ INE PRIM (0731791 301) 1 b
/191 PYRD IOED B3 D1 ©MEM ,0HnH 13 B2 dHR3D 750

3D Of OIIPNE PHBEDDN OMPN NDHE ,BEDD DMBN3 PYTDYH DI DHOINE D3 773 7007 b
3 b BEHY DNV N3V D03 IWED M5 N3 DIEHDEDD N3 PINHD NIY - DS ,BENLDY ORI
D3MDY DY ,00) 17 935 NDH DN (DD DAY POV I PEDIE DTIP) DI 932 IV dE 570pD
39 190 XL 9355, 3173 70D DI Hin Y7pD? H7II 0103 10 HAE (MPINDD) DBOREND - DD NHD LD
,OOENND O0) DhED DOE TR0 DD MBI D5 ,omb» B HS B ,DWODD N3Y MYPED DD INd3
£5 01D 727 (10D DIN3%) 7923 D130 DD, 0DDPPEND 195 ON7) 0P IEDD DW3MDY OV HY7) HS* O 1HDHY
73,7375 2700) *1100 196 1D 10D DR¥73 775 5D DYTHN 1) PR M 070D HIMN TRENI DINDI ) D3
Db ©dd PYTIN (=3 173) 1713 BN 1I30Y ©7H 3 ©HLD 193 170 DNEN 055 PO PHR SN .(D7PR
Db) B0 I 1AL D733 9PT5 PISH ©PPY (SHBDY) *H7N .72 PNEN P11 = PEL? IEH DEVHD DM ... TITO
*H713 500 DH P70 31> PPR33,0PDYHD TODD DY DND-227 TILD POM .12 ©V3PH DI 3PN (P13 PHH3 0D
D3P 1IN0 PARY YHIOE DIMB PHD BN I D7D PED 1P DIEDI PINT IEY 7DD BIED 1H DIEY) 1153 Y
HIIE B V71 .[(O7] 'H) Mab D> 7p31 (1709 'HD) 390 £D) /3 D13 37EN 1] LTS 303 P H3H 050 b

035 70000 D THOIND 11 213D) MBI DI HID MNPh

PHE MIDBED 35 N30 1B 9306 7DD DL M7 bH DY 1L MIBLPIN WD IIDE TNV N BE PHNEN
16 ,©°Dpd PPEpy DB PHT PY2 DMTNND PANOEN DIED DIND PP PH7 1000 H) D1 9371 PIPES DML
D95 B3 N7EDR Y90 HAD .DPOVD D953 ,057D DN MIFED 1917 HHD ,0DP5 1ML 01 1IINY HEDH

I 9w 1D B3 Y9 DHEY 000D 25nEDH Y91 ha1 dusm KXE ,0MnD pY7EW Db EDHT *HY H33 TN

For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



Bkl Honshol S ohchlon 2606 ',o? A
2 /{6;'-/;/2('(7 .'I-”.%-.'f:;nu‘- /,/,/D eloo) 3),0’9’ eloo
Vorr Gork, N Gork 10953 ﬂnﬁc PD?' JRI_pRer

/’f»’.f’ / PRI N (7

During these times when we are unable to gather in shul it is important to know that Yizkor may be
recited without a minyan. However, it is even more important to understand and remember that the
main function of the Yizkor recitation is to serve as a context in which to pledge to charity in the merit
of deceased loved ones. As the Rambam (Hilchos Yom Tov 6:17) tells us, the true way to experience
Simchas Yom Tov is through helping and donating to the less fortunate among us (see “True Simcha” on
TorahWeb.org). This is even more critical at the present, as the Tanach teaches tzedakah (charity) is one
way to bring salvation from death. In particular, those who were willing to spend thousands of dollars
in order to celebrate Pesach in hotels with their families should certainly donate the money which they

did not ultimately spend to charity.

The current crisis presents many issues of Jewish civil law and conflicts between parties as to issues of
payments and refunds. There will be many factors for a Beis Din to evaluate. In general, proprietors of
Pesach programs are paid both for the experience and goods they provide, and for their own expenses
invested in preparing the program. When the program is canceled due to events outside their control,
as in this situation, a Beis Din will have to assess how much of the money should be refunded and how
much is justifiably kept to cover their own losses and to compensate them for the efforts already
expended. A Beis Din will also factor in how much financial aid will be provided from the government

or from insurers when calculating the reimbursement, among many other considerations.

Even if the letter of the law demands the proprietors do refund large sums of money, the program
participants should keep in mind that the Jewish people are identified by mercy and compassion, and
are commanded to go above and beyond in being sensitive to the needs and struggles of others.
Sometimes, it is appropriate to demonstrate this mercy by forgiving a debt when it is clear that the
debtor is truly struggling financially. As opposed to going to Beis Din to demand the full amount that is
due to him, one should request of the Beis Din to make a just “psaharah” (This does not mean
“compromise” in the usual sense, such as assuming that the debt should be split in half. Rather, the just
resolution is determined based on each scenario, with all its factors.) It goes without saying that it is

prohibited to go to secular courts to retrieve money from another Jew.

Regarding payments made to yeshivos and children’s schools, some parents have demanded refunds of
tuition money. This is certainly an improper approach. The schools and yeshivos already cannot pay the

salaries of the rebbeim and teachers. If we ask for reimbursements and remove our support, the schools
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will shut down due to the current and impending financial challenges. Rather, we must do our part to
support the schools and yeshivos to the best of our abilities in order to ensure that they will be available
to serve our communities when the epidemic comes to an end. Doing so would be considered tzedakah,
for all purposes, and would certainly represent the attitude that our tradition demands at all times but

especially in times of crisis and danger.
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