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Due to the Coronavirus crisis we have missed many weeks of Torah reading in shul. There is no
requirement to make up the missed parshiyos under these circumstances, but if a shul decides that they
would like to make up the missed Torah readings from the previous weeks, there is value in doing so.

There are two possible approaches:

If the congregation wishes, they may read all of the missed parshiyos on the Shabbos they return to shul.
After finishing the seven aliyos of that week's laining, a second Torah should be used to read all of the

missed laining in one session.

If this option is too burdensome for one Shabbos, the congregation can divide the missed parshiyos into
multiple weeks. Each week after the return to shul, two Torahs can be taken out. The first Torah will be
used for the seven aliyos of that week's parshah and the second Torah will be used to read the entirety

of amissed parshah in one single reading. When the “make up” parshah has been completed the Haftarah
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should be read from the “make up” parshah because the custom is to read the Haftarah based on the last

Torah that was read from.

In the above cases, after the reading from the first Torah is complete the second Torah should be placed
on the Shulchan and the Kaddish should be recited. Then the matftir aliyah should then be called up to

read the “make up” parshah from the second Torah.

Additionally, if a bar mitzvah boy was unfortunately unable to read the parsha he prepared in advance,
the situation can be rectified by allowing him to read the missed parshah and Haftarah on a later
Shabbos. When the shul reopens, the congregation should take out two Sifrei Torah, and use the first
Sefer Torah for the regular weekly parshah, and the second Sefer Torah for the missed parshah prepared
by the bar mitzvah boy. Since the general practice is that the Haftarah follows that which was read in the
last Sefer Torah, he will now be able to read the Haftarah that he prepared originally. This procedure is

not obligatory and therefore may only be performed with the prior permission of the congregation.
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