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A special bracha is recited by one who sees the blossoming of the trees in the month of Nisan. While it
is clear that this bracha is recited only upon seeing an actual tree, and not a picture, it is possible that
seeing a real tree live through the internet may qualify. However, since this matter is difficult to resolve
conclusively, it should be treated as a safek, and in accordance with the general principle of safek brachos

I'hakel, a bracha should not be recited when seeing a blooming tree on Zoom.

Similarly, the Gemarah rules that one who sees the Churban Beis Hamikdash for the first time in thirty
days, is obligated to tear kriyah. In the area of kriyah, a safek is also treated leniently, and therefore, one
would not rend his garments when seeing the Churban via Zoom. However, the policy of leniency
would also mean that we acknowledge the possibility that the Zoom viewing was significant, and thus

one who visits the churban in person within thirty days of that viewing would not rend his garments.

C D

DYoL 33
NE 'S ENP D3E 3
D”EN PN 17D

For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



