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Regarding the use of a dishwasher that was used for Chametz. If all of the material of the walls of the
dishwasher are metal, even though the metal may contain a certain percentage of porcelain, since the
metal is the majority we can kasher the dishwasher for Pesach. (Ashkenazim have a Minhag to not
kasher glass utensils for Pesach, therefore even if only part of the inside wall or door of the dishwasher
consists of glass Ashkenazim would not kasher). To kasher a dishwasher one must first wait 24 hours
without using the dishwasher. Then one should run the empty dishwasher on a full cycle. The cleaning
cycle should be run with just water burning hot water and no detergent. (If many people in the home

are using hot water at that time then the water in the dishwasher may not be hot enough).

The custom for Ashkenazim is that a kashering should only be done in order to remove the status of
something that is Treif or Chametz. However, this should not be done in order to make a vessel that

is dairy into Pareve or a meat vessel into Pareve.

In general, the kashering of a dishwasher in this manner relies on a number of leniencies and in years

where there is no great need one should not rely on this approach.
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Regarding the observance of Minhagim and stringencies during times when keeping these practices
are difficult. Generally, if one wants to discontinue observing one’s Minhagim and stringencies it
would require annulling the vow, Hataras Nedarim. However, if a person is in a situation where they
would like to continue following their customs and now circumstances have made it difficult to keep
the Minhag for the time being, then it is understood that under difficult circumstances the practice of
the stringency should not apply. Therefore, one can suspend the practice of the custom or stringency
without annulling the vow with Hataras Nedarim. When the circumstances return to the way they
were before the crisis then the individual should continue practicing their customs as before. It is
important for individuals and families to ask their rabbi what is a Din (a real law) and what is a

Minhag, a custom.
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It has been our custom that Chametz should be destroyed on Erev Pesach by burning it. Many
communities have made controlled public Chametz burnings for the sake of fire safety. However,
during these times it is not safe to gather. On the other hand there is a real danger of people making
their own fires on their property. In addition, when people make small fires the heat is not intense
enough to burn the Chametz all the way to the center and sometimes people are left with edible
Chametz that they did not realize was still there. Finally, we must also be careful of the public
perception that Jews are going about their business as usual and conducting their affairs in public
while the rest of the world is confining themselves to their homes. It could appear as if the Jewish

people are not sharing the burden and pain with the rest of humanity because of our religion.

Perhaps the best advice would be to limit the amount of leftover Chametz we have in our possession
on the morning of Erev Pesach. And the small amount of Chametz (no more than a k'zayis is needed)
should be crushed into tiny particles, so as to not clog the plumbing, and flushed in the toilet. This
would also fulfill the directive of Chazal.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



