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The Mabharil cites the custom of German Jewry in his time to daven Maariv at the start of the second
day of Yom Tov only after Tzeis Hakochavim (the halachic evening). The reason for this practice is to
avoid a situation where the women would begin preparing for the evening meal while it is still the first
day of Yom Tov, anticipating the return of the men from Shul. Should the meal not actually begin until
after sunset, this would essentially be preparing on the first day for the second, which is forbidden. Not

all communities follow this custom.

For those communities who do not follow the aforementioned custom of the Maharil, one who davens
maariv early on the second night of Yom Tov must be careful not to begin preparations for the second
day of Yom Tov while it is still the first day of Yom Tov (i.e. before Tzeis HaKochavim). However, if
one accepts to begin the second day of Yom Tov early, immediately after the Plag HaMincha (which is
1% halachic hours before sunset) as many do in the summer months, it is permitted to prepare in the
early afternoon of that day for a meal later in the same day - provided that the food will be eaten before
sunset - since it is still technically considered the first day of Yom Tov. Accepting the second day of Yom

Tov early does not transform the current day (the first day of Yom Tov) into the second day of Yom Tov.

On the first night of Shavuos, we follow the opinion that Yom Tov should not begin until after Tzeis
Hakochavim in order to ensure that all 49 days of Sefiras Ha'Omer are considered “complete” and
counted in their entirety. There are differing practices whether this refers to starting maariv after Tzeis
HaKochavim or simply reciting kiddush at home after Tzeis HaKochavim. The Knesses HaGedolah
contends that on the second night of Shavuos, we should also wait until after Tzeis Hakochavim before
beginning Yom Tov, however, the Pri Megadim argues that this is not necessary since the days of Sefiras

Ha'Omer have already been completed.

When accepting Shabbos or Yom Tov early, it is recommended to eat a Kzayis of bread after Tzeis
HaKochavim, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of eating the Yom Tov meal on the actual day of Shabbos or
Yom Tov (see the Mishnah Berurah 267:5).

This year, since we will be making an Eruv Tavshilin on Thursday, one can certainly cook and prepare
on Friday for the second day of Yom Tov which is also Shabbos. When accepting Shabbos and Yom Tov
early, one should be careful not to begin the meal once it is within a half hour of the time for reciting
the evening Shema (i.e. Tzeis Hakochavim). If one davened Maariv already (after Plag HaMincha)

according to some opinions it would be permitted to begin the meal even within a half hour of Tzeis
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Dokl Hewshiol, S chotrchlon 26080 ’,Q? NI
24 ] /{ﬁ:--)uu'ﬂ .II-“.%:'.'(-?N//(‘- 4/, /,/D 7Y )i PG’ Cloo
Nicr York, N York 10053 ﬂnﬁc PD?' R _pRe’

[519/ 795-0630

Hakochavim. However, since this is a matter of significant dispute it is preferable to avoid this situation

and begin the meal earlier.

In order to fulfill saying the Shema together with the blessings in its ideal time (after Tzeis Hakochavim)
when making early Shabbos or early Yom Tov, some have the practice to recite only the Shemoneh
Esrei of Maariv following Plag HaMincha, and the Shema with its blessings (and Sefiras Ha'Omer)
only later, after Tzeis HaKochavim. Since one has already davened the Shemoneh Esrei of Maariv, it is
permitted to begin the Shabbos or Yom Tov meal, provided that there is more than a half hour before

Tzeis HaKochavim.

[Often, the Shul calendar gives a time for Tzeis HaKochavim which includes extra time for Tosefes
Shabbos. With respect to this law of not beginning a meal within half an hour of Tzeis HaKochavim,
we should ignore that extra amount of tosefes and only calculate based on the actual time of Tzeis

HaKochavim. Regarding the true time of Tzeis HaKochavim, there are varying opinions.]
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