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It is expected that an individual begin to plan and prepare the necessary arrangements for performance
of any mitzvah thirty days in advance. If one has no shofar, machzor or sukkah locally, one must plan

accordingly to ensure that they have the opportunity to fulfill these mitzvos.

Due to the important consideration of social distancing, there are many communal sukkos that will be
arranging multiple shifts for their membership to have a chance to eat in the sukkah. On the first two
nights of Sukkos, we generally do not make kiddush or eat the meal before tzais hakochavim. However,
this year there is room to be lenient to allow the first shift to accept Yom Tov early and make kiddush
following davening. Ideally, the first shift should be sure to eat a kzayis of bread in the sukkah after tzais
hakochavim. However, if it is necessary to begin the second shift before tzais hakochavim, one may be

lenient to complete the meal entirely before tzais hakochavim.

If there are many who need to use a communal sukkah and the shifts must be very short, each shift may
make kiddush, eat bread and bentch, leaving the rest of the meal (fish, meat, vegetables, etc.) to be eaten

inside at home (without bread).

If one shift must wait a very long time for its turn, the delay may cause a situation of mitztaer, and
members of that shift are potentially exempt from sukkah. However, this would not apply on the first

two nights of Sukkos, when even a mitztaer must eat in the sukkah.

Should there be rain, or a similar uncomfortable situation (on the first two nights of Sukkos) that affects
the experience while sitting in the sukkah itself, the bracha of Leisheiv B’Sukkah should not be recited.
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