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The mitzvah of Kerias HaTorah can only be fulfilled in the presence of a minyan (Mishnah Megillah
23a). Some have suggested that it is worthwhile for those who are confined to their home and will be
davening without a minyan to at least read the Parshas HaShavuah from a Chumash without making

the blessings.

The Kesef Mishnah cites the Teshuvas HaRambam who wrote in his youth that the mitzvah of Keriyas
HaTorah can be fulfilled even with a Sefer Torah that is invalid. The Rambam later retracted this
position in his Mishneh Torah. Nonetheless, if a mistake is found while reading the Torah, even
though we replace the Sefer Torah with another one which is valid, the Mahari Beirav ruled that we

need not reread that which was already read. Since it was done already, we can rely on the position
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of the Rambam from his youth. Similarly, the Rema quotes an opinion that in times of difficulty we
can read from a Sefer Torah which is invalid, even with a blessing. However, the Mishnah Berurah
disagrees and does not permit this. Even according to the Rema who quoted an opinion that this is
permissible, it would only apply to reading in the presence of a minyan but not to private individuals
reading in their own home, and therefore one would not accomplish the mitzvah of Keriyas HaTorah

in any way by doing so.

Nonetheless, some feel that by reading the whole parshah, even without a minyan, they are
accomplishing a zecher to the mitzvah of Keriyas HaTorah. The rule in the Gemara is that we permit
one to do a zecher to a mitzvah if one is unable to fulfill the actual mitzvah unless we are concerned
that a misconception (kilkul) will be created. For this reason, the Gemara tells us that during the
Second Beis HaMikdash the Tanaim permitted the women to perform imitation semicha on their

korbanos by holding their hands on the head of the korban without leaning on the animal.

Others have raised the suggestion that since presently we are not attending minyanim and not hearing
Keriyas HaTorah, we should also not be obligated to perform the weekly mitzvah of shnayim mikrah
veechad targum (to read the parsha twice with one commentary). Thelanguage of the Gemara Berachos
(8a) is that shnayim mikrah must be done “together with the community”, and today there is no local
community reading Keriyas HaTorah in shul. This is incorrect, and in fact just the opposite is true.
The opinion of the Ra’avan is that the requirement of shnayim mikrah was specifically formulated for
those who are alone and can not attend shul to hear Keriyas HaTorah. While the accepted opinion is
not like the Raavan, and even those who attended shul and heard Keriyas HaTorah must still perform
shnayim mikrah, all would agree with the Raavan that the obligation of shnayim mikrah should still

continue to apply even when the local shuls are closed.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com
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With regard to the issue of naming a daughter while quarantined in our homes, the usual practice is
to name a baby girl in shul after the father receives an Aliyah to the Torah. There are several different
customs with regard to the specifics of the naming. Some have the custom to wait until Shabbos, while
others give the name on the next Monday or Thursday. In our current predicament where we are unable
to have Kerias HaTorah, the parents should simply decide on a name and begin calling their daughter

by that name.

Even when naming a baby boy; if his Bris Milah is delayed due to health concerns, Rav Moshe Feinstein
zt”] suggested that the baby should be named immediately so that people can daven for him. The practice
recorded in Mateh Moshe to name a baby boy at his bris, which is derived from Avraham Avinu, who
was given a new name at the time of his Bris, would only apply under normal circumstances when the

Bris will be done soon after the baby’s birth.
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