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Ten men who are standing on different porches cannot be joined together in order to constitute a
minyan even though they can all see each other. In order to constitute a minyan for Devarim
She’bekedusah (like Kaddish and Kedushah), the ten men must all be standing in the same room. (It
should be noted that in smaller spaces, such as a shiva house, care should be taken to make sure that ten
men are davening together in the same room. If less than ten are davening in one room and less than ten
in an adjacent room, even though they can clearly see one another, this would not constitute a minyan.

In order to create a minyan there must be ten participants davening in the same room.)

It should certainly be discouraged for people to make a minyan outside on the lawn even if they maintain
the minimum distance recommended by the health department. One should not place himself even

into a situation of a doubtful sakanah in arder ta daven with a minyan.
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The custom to read Shir HaShirim on Pesach was clearly instituted only for a tzibur. It is for this
reason that Chazal did not forbid reading Shir Hashirim and Koheles on Shabbos Chol HaMoed
Sukkos and Shabbos Chol Hamoed Pesach. Since each individual is not obligated to read Shir
Hashirim and Koheles on their own we are not concerned that one person might inadvertently carry
a Megilla with them in a public domain, for others will remind him that it is forbidden to carry on
Shabbos. However, when Purim falls out on Shabbos, Chazal did forbid reading Megillas Esther
because reading Megillas Esther on Purim is indeed an individual obligation, and therefore we are
concerned that one person might make a mistake and carry a Megilla where it is prohibited. Chazal
did not extend this decree to the other Megillos because the custom to read them is fundamentally

different as they are communal practices and not individual obligations.

Nonetheless, there is nothing prohibited about reading Shir HaShirim on Pesach without a tzibur. However,
Rav Soloveitchik often spoke about the distinction between bonafide minhagim and “ceremonies.” One

should be conscious of the fact that such a reading would not constitute a fulfillment of the actual minhag.
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The Rema records the position of the Ohr Zarua in the name of the Ba'alei HaTosfos that a woman should
not take a shower soon after using the Mikvah, since this would undermine her original immersion.
While some poskim claim that this ruling is only applicable to showers that take place in the mikvah
facility itself, Rav Moshe Feinstein z”] asserts that she may not shower at all until the following evening.
Nonetheless, it seems that the position of the Ohr Zarua is only a stringency (chumrah) and therefore
in light of the current situation involving the Coronavirus it is advisable to forgo this stringency, and

require that each woman shower immediately upon returning home from the mikvah.
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