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When rain is predicted throughout the first two night of Sukkos, the accepted practice among the
Ashkenazim is, to remove the shlock from over the sukkah and to recite kiddush immediately after
tzeis hakochavim (there is no need to wait) while omitting the beracha of leishev basukkah. [Strictly
speaking, the kiddush can even be recited before tzeis hakochavim, provided that you eat the k’zayis
of bread after tzeis hakochavim.] One should then wash and eat a k’zayis of bread in the sukkah, once
again omitting the beracha of leishev basukkah. The rest of the meal may then be eaten inside. One
should be careful to eat another little bit of bread (even less than a k’zayis) inside the house in order
to be able to bentch inside (because bentching has to be recited in the place where you ate bread). If
three men ate together in the sukkah and continued to eat together in the house, they should bentch
with a zimun in the house. (Sefardim do not have the practice to eat in the sukkah if it is raining at

all, even on the first two nights).

If the weather clears and people are still awake, and the sukkah is clean, one should wash again and

eat more than a k’beitzah of bread in the sukkah and recite the beracha of leishev ba’sukkah.

If, when the weather clears, some family members are sleeping while others are awake, it is appropri-
ate to wake up those who are sleeping, since there is no exemption of this specific type of 2DY5 on
the first two nights of Sukkos.

If the sukkah is not clean enough to eat in it when the rain stops, but a neighbors sukkah is clean
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enough to eat in (for instance, the neighbor had a shlock over their sukkah and you did not), even
though having to go to a neighbor’s sukkah normally constitutes IDV3) if it is a significant distance
away, one would be obligated to go to the neighbor to eat, since while eating in the other sukkah you

will not be experiencing any discomfort.

Even though women generally are careful to voluntarily fulfill the mitzvah of sitting in the sukkah and
even to recite a beracha (and some would suggest that this practice would constitute a binding minhag
tov which would become a potential neder mdrabbanan), a woman has no obligation to go into the
sukkah when it is raining, because they never accepted the mitzvah under such conditions. Instead,

they may recite their own kiddush inside the house.

If women already recited shehechiyanu when they lit candles, as many women do, they should not re-
cite the shehechiyanu again when reciting kiddush. If some of the women already recited shehechiyanu
at candle lighting and others did not, it is preferable for one of the women who has not yet recited she-
hechiyanu to say kiddush for the others, and to include the shehechiyanu. Those who already recited
shehechiyanu should not answer amen to that beracha if they intend to drink from the kiddush wine,

as the amen will constitute a hefsek between the beracha and the drinking.

Once we are on the topic, it is worthwhile to point out that R* Akiva Eiger quotes Rav Yakov Emden
that it is best for women NOT to recite shehechiyanu during candle lighting at all. You enhance the sig-
nificance of the beracha of shehechiyanu when it is recited over a cup of wine. We only forgo reciting

shehechiyanu over wine on Yom Kippur when there is no kiddush, and we say shehechiyanu at Kol Nidre.

The accepted practice is that if you know in advance that it will rain on erev Yom Tov or the first day of
Yom Tov, to refrain from hanging those decorations that may get ruined, and to put them up on Chol

Hamoed, at which point they will have all of the normal halachos of sukkah decorations.
With regard to placing a roof over the schach, the rules are as follows:

a. If the schach was placed while the roof was already in place over the schach, the sukkah is

invalid, even if you subsequently remove the roof.

b. If you placed the schach while there was no roof over it, and then you covered the sukkah,
there is a disagreement whether it is necessary to lift the entire schach a few inches and place
it down again, or it suffices to just open up the roof over the schach. The accepted practice is

to be lenient and just open the roof over the schach.
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